
Create Your 
Own Community:  
How to Start Your Own Conference 
(or Workshop or Community of Practice)



Communities of Practice

Communities of practice are groups of 
people who share a concern or a passion 
for something they do and who interact 
regularly to learn how to do it better.

 Etienne Wenger. Communities of practice: A brief introduction. 
http://www.ewenger.com/theory/communities_of_practice_intro.htm



Why aren’t 
communities of 

practice 
everywhere?



eLearning in Libraries Symposium (organized by the eLearning in Libraries Collective)
Date: 
mid-November (annually 2014, 2015, 2016)
Website: 
https://elearninginlibraries.wordpress.com/ 
Email:
elearn.lib@senecacollege.ca 

https://elearninginlibraries.wordpress.com/
https://elearninginlibraries.wordpress.com/
mailto:elearn.lib@senecacollege.ca
mailto:elearn.lib@senecacollege.ca


New Librarians Symposium 

Date: 
June 24, 2016
Website: 
https://newlibrarianssymposium.wordpress.com/ 
Email:
Juliene McLaughlin, mclaug01@uoguelph.ca 

https://newlibrarianssymposium.wordpress.com/
https://newlibrarianssymposium.wordpress.com/


Critical Librarianship Workshop
Date: 
December 3-4, 2016
Website: 
http://criticallibrarianshipworkshop.weebly.com/  
Email:
critical.librarianship@gmail.com  

http://criticallibrarianshipworkshop.weebly.com/
http://criticallibrarianshipworkshop.weebly.com/
mailto:critical.librarianship@gmail.com
mailto:critical.librarianship@gmail.com
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Community Librarian Camp Un-Conference
Date: 
September 12-13, 2016
Website: 
https://librarianship.ca/blog/the-outreach-network/ 
Email:
Tracy Munusami tracy.munusami@barrie.ca; 
Chantale Boileau Chantale.boileau@barrie.ca
 

   

https://librarianship.ca/blog/the-outreach-network/
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What was the 
biggest challenge 

in organizing your 
event?



Was your event 
successful?



What would you 
change About your 

event?



What is the relationship 
between your event / 

professional 
organizations?



How did you market 
your event?



Did you charge for 
people to attend your 

event?



Do you see your event as 
evidence of entrepreneurial 

thinking in libraries? 
Why/why not? 



Do you see evidence of 
community building in 

your event?



What sorts of feedback 
did you get from 

attendees?



THANKS!
Any questions?



Melanie Parlette-Stewart, mparlett@uoguelph.ca

Tracy Munusami, Tracy.Munusami@barrie.ca 

David James Hudson, dhudson@uoguelph.ca 

Agnieszka Gorgon, agnieszka.gorgon@senecacollege.ca

Juliene McLaughlin, mclaug01@uoguelph.ca 
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